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About the Composer

Aric Branchfield received his degree in music education from VanderCook College of Music and a master of
music degree in instructional technology from St. Joseph’s University. Currently an elementary band teacher
in Pennsylvania, he is also active in the Philadelphia area as a composer and arranger. Mr. Branchfield is a
former member of the Madison Scouts Drum and Bugle Corps and has worked with top competing bands
in Bands of America.

Program Notes

The mysteries of space have long held mankind’s interest. A journey to the stars remains as fascinating today

as it did thousands of years ago. With all our knowledge, space remains one of the few great unknowns,

with limitless possibilities for adventure and discovery. Is there life out there? If there is...do they like band
ic?

music?

Performance Notes

All students want to hear themselves when they begin playing an instrument. It is never too early to begin
teaching the concepts of balance and blend, that what they léEED to hear are the people on either side of
them. Because of the safe scoring, this concept can be easily taught within the framework of this composition.
This applies even to percussion, who must play loudly enough that their single instrument is heard above
the wind players, but not so loudly as to cover up any of the other instruments in the band. Teaching the
dotted quarter-eighth note rhythm will achieve rhythmic stability much sooner if the students are taught
to subdivide their counting. When they do this, the dotted quarter note will receive three syllable and the
eighth note but one (for instance, 3 8 4 for the dotted note, & for the eighth note). This prevents students
from rushing to the eighth note as most young bands tend to do.
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